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PULSE OF PEACE IN DONBASS

Results of monitoring actual occurrences, related to the hybrid war in Eastern
Ukraine

The newsletter is devoted to the work carried out by civil society organizations and
initiative groups from Ukraine, Russia, as well as international organizations, to
overcome the consequences of the hybrid military conflict in the eastern regions of
Ukraine.

This newsletter will be published regularly; the next issue will be published in February
2020.

You can send your information for the newsletter or ask any questions at:
newsletter@civilmplus.org

The selection of news presented in the Newsletter is subjective. The opinions expressed
in the published materials may not coincide with the opinion of the authors and
participants of CivilM+.
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1. News of the CivilM+

e "For the world to see this conflict with new eyes" - video of the 2nd International
Forum on Eastern Ukraine was published. On November 13 in Kiev the CivilM+
platform organized the forum "Re-integration in Donbas — improvement of the
humanitarian _situation and enhancement of people to people contacts in the
conflict region". Diplomats, civil society representatives, local and international
experts discussed the issues of integration of the population living under the
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heavy burden of the ongoing conflict. The speakers of the forum shared their
ideas, theses and impressions from the conference in our video (text and video in
English and Russian)

e Experts of CivilM+ platform prepared an appeal to the deputies of the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine on the renewal of the mechanism of absentee conviction (text in
Russian and English)

e Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union, member of CivilM+, has prepared a
translation into Ukrainian of a document developed by the German government -
“A joint interagency strategy to support work with the past and reconciliation
(transitional justice)” (text in Ukrainian)

2. Political processes and sociation in the conflict zone

e The next date for the meeting in "Normandy format" are being discussed, the
preliminary date is April 9 (text in Russian)

e General Staff of the armed Forces of Ukraine said that 97 soldiers had been killed
in the Donbas since the beginning of 2019 to 17 December (text in Russian)

e In December 2019 the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
reported on three cases of death or injury to civilians in the Donbas, which is a
quarter less than in November (text in Ukrainian)

e December 23, 2019 - Russia has declared its readiness to provide data on the
investigation into the MH17 flight crash (text in Russian)

o December 23, 2019 - The EU has accused Russia anew of violations of Ukrainian
sovereignty in connection with the start of the rail movement on the Crimean
Bridge (text in Russian)

e December 29, 2019 - exchange of prisoners took place at the checkpoint
“Mayorskoe”. 76 Ukrainians have returned home from the prisons of the
self-proclaimed “Republics”, Ukraine handed over 127 people to the so-called
“L/DPR”. Preparation for it was lengthy, at least 14 civilians and 8 military persons
from Ukraine did not participate in the exchange (text in Ukrainian and Russian)

e January 11, 2020 - Russian President Vladimir Putin urged Ukraine to consolidate
the “Special Status” of Donbas in the Constitution during a joint briefing with
German Chancellor Angela Merkel (text in Russian)

e January 15, 2020 - Russian President Vladimir Putin gave his annual message to
the Federal Assembly. Radio Svoboda about how the topic of the Donbas conflict
sounded in the east of Ukraine (text in Russian)

e January 16, 2020 - Petro Poroshenko, the fifth President of Ukraine, believes that
the message of Vladimir Putin and the announced constitutional reform may
contain threats to Ukraine. A similar concern was expressed by the former
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Pavel Klimkin (text in Russian)

e January 16, 2020 - the first meeting of the trilateral contact group (TCG) on
Donbas in 2020 was held in Minsk. The parties proposed new sites for troop
withdrawal (text in Russian)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRo6rBLQqPc&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3FMbtK23xYlOy-_VCSMSTvOo915ou_LXMQQvHePh-ae-4CIw9DerzbxE0
https://civilmplus.org/en/statement/civilm-platform-s-address-to-the-people-s-deputies-of-the-verkhovna-rada-of-ukraine-on-the-reinstatement-of-conviction-in-absentia/?fbclid=IwAR3uojS_bfj9nDIpeaZPJjAYSe-J7AWPdgQ3wyJjRTk89M1Ndz7OBQKTVWI
https://civilmplus.org/en/statement/civilm-platform-s-address-to-the-people-s-deputies-of-the-verkhovna-rada-of-ukraine-on-the-reinstatement-of-conviction-in-absentia/?fbclid=IwAR3uojS_bfj9nDIpeaZPJjAYSe-J7AWPdgQ3wyJjRTk89M1Ndz7OBQKTVWI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcivilmplus.org%2Fstatement%2Fobrashhenie-platformy-sivilm-k-narodnym-deputatam-verhovnoj-rady-ukrainy-po-vozobnovleniyu-mehanizma-zaochnogo-osuzhdeniya%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0v_jQmkOf1MrYR3E7fShKtUYORXfgEy1UV88xtBnpAVcu2yu_cjzFbnUA&h=AT2OijbnJGSe5q7EMzvHoAPfPo57XHN2_PKAlRnh8WvOXWTRbINeSfmatl9hzN5g26JOMoMMiVrl-El0fpB43007POv7XlsRDSTK9VI82cuc3gU7VnVfvcogKxJG69esK4qsoYrCLtyRVA4wOtvQpKtSDefGw5Uk8gisgHpqZARheXcTHdLsAq-MhX4gyNVkxCLR3ZMRlGpB_wBAReDatdPn5-BlJgSV6dpzChneqTNQQut3xQXWw0qcZMRZsJ-xiwedBiWFcJNmFbpz_74vhtE5j4pHf1LHD815vDieMPRReBgn0QDd0LX5xZwg37qk2LtiPhUl3CZb9Vq6p7c10jaco5lxQdhdpksWC72wjUdPp8CjoGDgfR8fc3qzXMmARvGWoJ9LS8ddCYD-5GKzjKINSAGRq8IUAGXLV__Z96gFdpZzdt2VMjuRyM5vwzW5_kyBuULVPHO9jubCEUKR09EOr-15GOnWS7MjYy5AQ3cAH-5c3RC6uQTFEQOthaNMGm2nUMBsWrthu6Ts_6XcYOpOilsUaYRr7OWy4FmVpwKywhE63VPj4nR-cFKqBNhSqiCASb4rvlrNrge77CSrdH3See41SEVz1pDuOqL0YPuuNX6KIPv4lROdHxUpw-idRtmH
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcivilmplus.org%2Fen%2Fstatement%2Fcivilm-platform-s-address-to-the-people-s-deputies-of-the-verkhovna-rada-of-ukraine-on-the-reinstatement-of-conviction-in-absentia%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3uojS_bfj9nDIpeaZPJjAYSe-J7AWPdgQ3wyJjRTk89M1Ndz7OBQKTVWI&h=AT34znNHjxi3msbuN6QBacnx9ezrrpfFzL2IV7ICRi_kcJCzWc5sVvASGcJFk4xPtO638SQ2F8d14LCM0uyYESCrsiDa3MIfTn8MB7J4cZo8knfg_rygeOAunOsuCv0a3GFGLJ_oOBwuzJCVLyozc-Sfff3bGisV_q9lFhksqfK9IVVKvCnEBNU-upLqZt4j_CrgPEdIP7bqntqvYUwDfydy0wNHbt7XlrsnhzAeLIaJAj9YavCTOHGNru_o00ZlHMLCrJbiwsoJtLRuOBj-k5IXI7qt_V1FsLEFjCHkpxUlpMpbVJ1yBLxjkxKXGu7qjbaUaJMW0YVHZP57qj_Ulp-fEmI782sQfxCohA64-J8_b9yXxy6qKvwOwtL1n_U0vsMgzQgkJvCjdDaRIVo4V3tD4ZVm9TrlclsVRCMunPffCa14HPG4Fq5-k8oRZRrPG0QWBkoalNmMbSRjV8i58govCmYToVmQZVyWu7nuicr4reglyGhoCD9hIU5RUaTn1bmdNlfa5nH_JL3UUY3kF6V-wVEgcfuDa2i3HeaMF8Rcjlmr1FVMDnVB0DmCPKIZIIvPhyNXSRruVQuQ5uLIyKHDw56eH9ftuQMM4X7_YH4uEI0vN9ApbJbkpc5P7bRcgZMp
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhelsinki.org.ua%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F01%2FMYD-Hermanyy-Spil-na-mizhvidomcha-stratehiia-2019.docx%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1mla49Z9JDNkLmV8oSNmWYOwP8nx8ib-7iF-DNwsjPEt64W3_clKiL5g0&h=AT2g8hUVt9hSy51HDUhd75ka322z9FRoAaYdAM_wxRvOHi4CtYdEUXHNgIG1A3-45WnCjQz0VtXaBSEd5WHXTv_bCekx-Jz0wH3Q9GUZcWwmr_lDGhmPtMxnafqlGbqhtYY9PYCDcGUP2mTzGr2vzv_IS79XCACmnQEr1yWJ_szh7qv1tPT5bMTTp22TutDFAYQRzgTSNsf4UQSnEU7Mp0A3xXqpezQnTVIriyufpMIi7vTMolttFccvj_01b8KLfsw8XIGfooS6nhmmISEnGqmXa_uhlaQP3yr1S6qQUsgLYV__VpHgRTSS1DrPs931kOORP3TnbHzp7-ATRfeKFqJXbFhroyLeEkPEFqzP-Xqas5G-Ty0XdbAb2ZrVEeMOw4e36jGJBuz3MWOryUXntGiGyEBIUjOwvUY7v-lxYHKosxZ5woJTZTitccjtrltAfBAmsTOXEWAXZ2D0UDXk3yrJnaryx-qM2xQB4Tpr4QHGd8ViQz7Qy3yKES5HWF0LXQldBW0lb_dz8R3uSMYPjPBlVXZkcNyyl4HOFhR7kKvIH3cHPfJRn4cCFnec2_amVKTWP-FmQMmL0lmZK92QHvOM7bs-_VUOld1jSNHO7CWF9XVPkNaBj-ElT3JmchntIB5G
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhelsinki.org.ua%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F01%2FMYD-Hermanyy-Spil-na-mizhvidomcha-stratehiia-2019.docx%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1mla49Z9JDNkLmV8oSNmWYOwP8nx8ib-7iF-DNwsjPEt64W3_clKiL5g0&h=AT2g8hUVt9hSy51HDUhd75ka322z9FRoAaYdAM_wxRvOHi4CtYdEUXHNgIG1A3-45WnCjQz0VtXaBSEd5WHXTv_bCekx-Jz0wH3Q9GUZcWwmr_lDGhmPtMxnafqlGbqhtYY9PYCDcGUP2mTzGr2vzv_IS79XCACmnQEr1yWJ_szh7qv1tPT5bMTTp22TutDFAYQRzgTSNsf4UQSnEU7Mp0A3xXqpezQnTVIriyufpMIi7vTMolttFccvj_01b8KLfsw8XIGfooS6nhmmISEnGqmXa_uhlaQP3yr1S6qQUsgLYV__VpHgRTSS1DrPs931kOORP3TnbHzp7-ATRfeKFqJXbFhroyLeEkPEFqzP-Xqas5G-Ty0XdbAb2ZrVEeMOw4e36jGJBuz3MWOryUXntGiGyEBIUjOwvUY7v-lxYHKosxZ5woJTZTitccjtrltAfBAmsTOXEWAXZ2D0UDXk3yrJnaryx-qM2xQB4Tpr4QHGd8ViQz7Qy3yKES5HWF0LXQldBW0lb_dz8R3uSMYPjPBlVXZkcNyyl4HOFhR7kKvIH3cHPfJRn4cCFnec2_amVKTWP-FmQMmL0lmZK92QHvOM7bs-_VUOld1jSNHO7CWF9XVPkNaBj-ElT3JmchntIB5G
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4198081?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=amplifr_social
http://novosti.dn.ua/news/297830-v-2019-godu-na-donbassepogybly-97-ukraynskykh-voennykh
http://novosti.dn.ua/news/297830-v-2019-godu-na-donbassepogybly-97-ukraynskykh-voennykh
http://www.un.org.ua/ua/informatsiinyi-tsentr/news/4798-vtraty-sered-tsyvilnykh-osib-v-ukraini-poviazani-z-konfliktom
https://www.svoboda.org/a/30340840.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/30340840.html
https://www.dw.com/ru/%D0%B5%D1%81-%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BB-%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8E-%D0%B2-%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%BC-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%83%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B8-%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B0-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%8B/a-51785347?maca=rus-facebook-dw
https://www.dw.com/ru/%D0%B5%D1%81-%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BB-%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8E-%D0%B2-%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%BC-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%83%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B8-%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B0-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%8B/a-51785347?maca=rus-facebook-dw
https://ssu.gov.ua/ua/news/1/category/2/view/6932#.UPknhh9u.dpbs
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-lutkovska-personalni-dani/30351748.html
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-50870437
https://jfp.org.ua/rights/novyny/articles/z-polonu-dnr-ta-lnr-zvilnyly-76-brantsiv-v-obmin-ne-potrapyly-shchonaimenshe-8-viiskovykh-ta-14-tsyvilnykh
http://novosti.dn.ua/news/298381-putyn-snova-pryzval-ukraynu-zakrepyt-osobyy-status-donbassa-vkonstytucyy
http://novosti.dn.ua/news/298381-putyn-snova-pryzval-ukraynu-zakrepyt-osobyy-status-donbassa-vkonstytucyy
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/donbass-realii-putin-rosiya/30385597.html
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/donbass-realii-putin-rosiya/30385597.html
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/27/01/2020/5e2ed76a9a79473b89a1bc40
https://www.rbc.ru/rbcfreenews/5e1fa5b49a79470d43344614
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4221376?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=amplifr_social
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4221376?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=amplifr_social

e January 20, 2020 - President of Ukraine Vladimir Zelensky discussed with the
head of OSCE the expansion of the mandate of the monitoring mission in the
Donbas (text in Ukrainian)

e January 21, 2020 - head of OSCE Edi Rama as part of his visit to Ukraine called
for an intensification of efforts to find a peaceful resolution to the crisis (text in
English)

3. Public initiatives dedicated to overcoming the consequences of

war and searching for opportunities for dialogue

e East-SOS Charitable Foundation sums up the results of the completed project of
comprehensive support and empowerment of public activists living in the frontline
territory of the Lugansk Region (text in Russian)

e A discussion on local wars and opportunities for civil society to participate in their
resolution was held in Saint Petersburg organized by members of Women's
Initiatives for Peace in the Donbas, an international project involving activists and
community leaders living in different territories affected by conflicts (text in
Russian)

4. Legal initiatives and analytics on war conflict

e Foreign Policy Research Institute prepared a publication on possible scenarios
for the development of conflicts in the Black Sea region in 2020. One of the
scenarios concerns the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and involves escalation in
Odessa (text in English)

e A _selection of comments by experts and officials on decentralization reform in
Ukraine (text in Ukrainian and Russian)

e Overview of human rights violations in the occupied areas of Lugansk and
Donetsk regions in _December 2019 released by the East-SOS Charitable
Foundation (text in Ukrainian and Russian)

e Human rights organizations of Ukraine issued a statement in connection with the
decision of the country's authorities to release people who were accused of
executions on Institutskaya Street in 2014 for exchange with persons held by the
so-called “L/DPR” (Ukrainian text)

e An analysis by Kharkiv_ human rights group on cases of arbitrariness of military
personnel of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and the possibilities of responsibility for
it (text in Ukrainian),

e Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group and Peace Coast public organization
(Lutsk) published the review “Responsibility for international crimes committed in
Eastern Ukraine during the period 2014-2019” (text in Russian)

e “Escalation or diplomacy”- experts from the US comment on conflict resolution
options in eastern Ukraine (text in Ukrainian)

e Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union together with the Legalife-Ukraine
Charitable Foundation issued a report “The impact of armed conflict in Eastern
Ukraine on commercial sex workers” (text in Ukrainian)
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e Analysis published by the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union on the
possibility of obtaining financial aid from the state for people released from
captivity in 2014-2016 (text in Ukrainian)

e Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union developed methodology to analyse the
compliance of Ukrainian legislation and draft legal acts with international civil law
and principles of transitional justice in terms of ensuring the rights of persons
affected by armed aggression (text in Ukrainian)

e January 16, 2020 - The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine voted in favor of the
introduction of free meals for IDP children in kindergartens, schools and
vocational schools, as well as IDP children under the age of two years (text in
Ukrainian)

e Experts analyzed the annual message of the President of Russia Vladimir Putin
and its possible impact on the conflict in Eastern Ukraine (text in Russian)

5. Assistance to internally displaced persons (IDPs), refugees and

affected civilians

e According to the Joint Center for Search Coordination, there are 184 persons held
in captivity in the occupied territories of Donbas (text in Ukrainian)

e East-SOS Charitable Foundation gave Christmas gifts to 150 children living along
the contact line in the Donbas (text in Russian)

e Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports of Ukraine, together with the East-SOS
Charitable Foundation, developed recommendations for the media about
psychological aspects of working with those released from captivity (Ukrainian
text)

e Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group on inconsistencies in the case of Nikolai
Ruban, one of the persons transferred by Ukraine to the so-called “L/DPR” as part
of an exchange, and his possible innocence of an alleged crime (text in Ukrainian)

e Volunteer initiative from Russia “Lights Eirene”_summed up the collection of gifts
for children from the front-line zones of Donbas together with the volunteer group
from Ukraine “Deer of St. Nicholas”. In total, more than 1000 gifts were collected.
Report from one of the trips (text and video in Russian and Ukrainian)

6. Interviews and opinion

e Martin Sajdik, former OSCE representative in the Trilateral Contact Group, during
his interview for Kommersant, called Russia a party to the conflict and raised the
question of the influence of Russian domestic political factors in the decisions of
Donbass (text in Russian)

e What did the Donbas actually sound like - a teacher from Kramatorsk organizes
folklore expeditions to record old songs in the settlements of Donetsk region (text
and video in Russian)

e "Focus" tells the stories of the Ukrainians who have returned to
government-controlled territory in the framework of the exchange of December 29
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2019 (text in Russian)

e The first interview of journalist Stanislav Aseev after returning from captivity in the
so-called "LPR" (video in Russian)

e Interview with Galina Tereshchenko, who has returned home after the prisoner
exchange, after she had been kept in captivity in the so-called "DPR" (text in
Russian)

e \What are the passports used by the inhabitants in the particular territories of
Lugansk and Donetsk regions (text in Ukrainian)

e Many Ukrainian experts and officials are skeptical about possible movement
toward peace in relations with Moscow, in a publication by The Daily Signal (text
in English)

e EU policies towards the overcoming of the conflict in Ukraine and building
relations with Russia (text in English)

e BBC Report on the system used by Ukraine's armed forces work staff responsible
for notifying families of the victims (text in Russian)

e "Radio Liberty" has collected the views of Russians, Belarusians and Ukrainians
who watched the New Year's greeting by the President of Ukraine Vladimir
Zelensky (text in Russian)

About the platform CivilM+

On 4th December 2017 in Vienna, civil society organizations and activists from
Ukraine, Russia and other European countries founded a joint international platform
CivilM+ to push for peace and the rule of law in eastern Ukraine.

The platform’s aim is to streamline civic actors’ efforts in spheres like human rights
protection, peacebuilding, education and information, humanitarian work, and to
work on rebuilding the territories of Donetsk and Luhansk as peaceful, integrated
and developed regions of a democratic Ukraine and united Europe. CivilM+ seeks to
promote the involvement of the regions’ population as well as refugees and
displaced persons in these activities. CivilM+ offers its participants opportunities for
cooperation, elaboration of joint positions, mutual support and solidarity,
improvement of qualification and close coordination of work.

Implemented with the support of the German government in the framework of the project “Dialogue for mutual
understanding and law: European NGOs together for overcoming the conflict in the Donbass”.

The selection of news presented in the newsletter is subjective. The opinions expressed in journalistic materials
may not coincide with the opinions of the authors of the newsletter.

‘ % ‘ Federal Foreign Office
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You can send your information for inclusion in the newsletter or ask the question:newsletter@civilmplus.org
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